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THE STRUGGLE OF KNU FCR JUSTI CE

Dear Karen National and People of Al Nationalities

The Karen State Burnma Socialist Programre Party (BSPP) Wnhit has published
and distributed a propaganda tract recently with the heading "Do Not Go On
Following the Wong Way." In addition to being an insult to all the Karen
nationals, it is a slanderous attack agai nst the Karen National Union (KNU which
is engaged in the struggle for national independence. As the KNU has the
responsibility to expose the vile intent of the accusations made and present
facts in the true light of reality, the following explanation and true account

of events are given.

1. "The Burmese and the Karens had lived in the same |and together through
the ages sharing all the weals and woes. There are many instances in
our long history showing the firm unity of the two peoples." says the
tract in one pl ace.

This is nothing less than a patent I|ie concoted by the Burnese-
chauvinists to cover up their gross offences against the Karens. The
truth is that the Karens entered into the land now known as Burna in
739 BC, as confirmed and accepted by the majority of scholars and
historians. Only many centuries later, the Mons, Burnese, Arakanese and
Shans entered the land in successive waves of nigration. The nost
nurerous of the tribes, the Burmese started [|aunching aggressive wars
against the others in the 11 Century commtting pillage, arson and
want on nmassacres. Thus, in 1044 AD, King Anaw ata of Pagan Dynasty, in
1550 AD, King Bayin Naung of Ava Dynasty and, in 1730 AD, King Al aung
Paya of Konebaung Dynasty succeeded in setting up a Burnese enpire,

) . Brief pause on boat at the Salween
GQtroops starting for operation R ver on route to target
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three times, over the known areas of the land. As aresult, the Karens,
Mons, Arakanese and Shans, who had freely lived in their own lands with
their own governnments, lost their freedom and their lands three times
and becane land serfs under the rule of swrds of the Burnese
aggressors. Many a tine, wars of resistance agai nst the oppressive rule
of the Burmese broke out. Wars bred hatred and hatred bred wars. There
had never been any unity between the ruled and the Burmese rulers. The

vicious circle of war and hatred had gone on until, as history has
precisely recorded, the British, taking advantage of disunity in the

| and, annexed the country into their enmpire w thout nuch difficulty in
the cl osi ng decades of the 19th Century.

2. "In the history of the struggle for Burma's independence we can find
that the Karens, like the other indigenous races, had actively and
unitedly participated in the fight against the colonialists. Sinilarly,
in the resistance against the facists, the Karens joined hands wth
nei ghbouri ng indi genous races and actively participated in the struggl e,

like in the previous instances," says the tract in another place.

This is a shamel ess attenpt by the BSPP Burnmese chauvinists to hoodw nk the
public by cunningly twisting the historical facts. |In the years when the 2nd
Wrld War was draw ng near, the political conciousness of the Karen people had
become nuch heightened. They were opposed to colonialismin principle, but
realising that the political immaturity of the Burnese politicians would only
bring chaos and utter disorder in the absence of a noderating power, had scarcely

participated in the anti-colonial activities.

Wien the 2nd Wrld War broke out, the Japanese entered Burma in 1942
acconpani ed by the Burma |ndependence Arny (BIA) led by Bo Aung San who was
endeavouring for Burna's independence. The BIA troops, with the Burnese
chauvinist idea that only the Burmese should domnate Burma, started to show
their true colors soon after they had entered the country. Accusing the Karens
in Papun district and neighbouring areas of being pro-Arerican and pro-British
spies, the BIA troops perpetrated atrocities to their hearts' content by
torturing and killing the innocent and defencel ess Karens, burning the villages,

looting the properties and raping the wonen-folk, on a |arge scal e.

The BIA troops repeated their atrocities in Maubin, Maungaya, Pyapon and
Bassein districts inthe Irrawaddy Delta. As the Karens resisted, a full-scale
communal war between the Karens and the Burnese broke out and spread to the whol e
country. Finally the Karen l|eaders succeeded in convincing the Japanese
occupyi ng authorities that the Karens were not the British and Anerican spies as
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the Burnese had alleged. Due to the mediation of the Japanese authorities, the
commnal strife cane to an end after a period of six nonths.

As aresult of these bitter experiences and the grievous experiences under
the despotic systemof the Burnese Kings, the Karens canme to harvour a deep
mstrust against the Burmese and found it very unconfortable and insecure to
cohabit with them

In the hearts of the Karens the conviction that they had to have a free and
separate country of their own, in order to enjoy the freedomto decide their own
destiny, took a firmhold. Wth this conviction in mnd and with the belief that
they woul d definitely get independence according to the Atlantic Charter if they
joined hands with the Allied forces, the Karens participated in the anti-facist
noverrent and valiantly fought against the Japanese facists al ongside the ot hers.

5. "During the time prior to and, as well as, after the independence of
Burma, the inperialists divided the true national spirit and, as a
result of their incitenent by various neans to destroy the unity of the

i ndi genous races, the history of internal insurgency began," explains

the tract.

This is sinply one of the favourite propaganda |ines of the nodern-day
Burmese chauvinists who, at every opportunity, try to suggest or arrogantly
assert that ethnic peoples in revolt against themare just stooges of the
inmperialists and their rebellions have no real cause.

The Karens have started and carried on their revolution because of their
bitter and harsh experiences of oppression and tyranny at the hands of the
successi ve Burnese chauvini sts since the days of the Burmese Kings. It has not
been due to the instigation of the inperialists as the BSPP Burnese chauvinists
are trying to slander. The Karen revolution is afight for self-deternination

SRR i T el ®
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and true denocracy or, inother words, it is anhistorical task of the Karen

people to fight for regaining of the loss freedom for the re-establishnment of
own government and own country, and for the emancipation of the Karens fromthe
evil conditions of the oppressed and the exploited.

The Karens are no nore stooges of the inperialists than the Anericans were
those of the French, the Chinese were those of the Russians or the Vietnamese
were those of the Chinese.

Portraying the revolutionaries fighting for justice as stooges of the
inperialists, lamess bandits, or insurgents is avile calumy spread by the
Burmese chauvinists trying to cover up their odious and peverse acts of the past
and the present.

After independence, when the Karens submtted their demand for a "Karen
Land", of their own free will, the AFPFL Burnese chauvinist governnent arrogantly
and openly declared that the Karens could not be given a country as "they had
never owned an inch of land". Onthe other hand, the AFPFL Party forned its
pocket arny of "levies" organising a battalion in each district and wused it to
provoke the Karens by dacoity, nurder and various other means. To snother the
Karens peaceful demand for a honeland by creating a communal strife between the
Karens and the Burmese, the AFPFL Party al so enployed the Burnese press to |eve
inflammtory charges at the Karens. The peaceful demonstrations on the 1lth
February 1948 organi zed by the KNU and participated by nore than 450,000 Karens,
foreseeing such a strickery, carried posters bearing the slogans stating "W
don't want communal strife" and "W don't want civil war" wth the other two
slogans stating "Gve Karen Land immediately" and "Show equality between the
Karens and the Burnmese immediately", all of which reflected the true aspirations
of the whol e Karen peopl e.

The reactionary AFPFL governnent and the Burmese chauvinists in power
conpletely ignored the aspirations of the Karens as expressed in the slogans and
in apparent contenpt, they increased their provocative acts against the Karens.
The menories of major incidents caused by the provocations of the nurderous
Burmese chauvinists are still fresh inthe mnds of the Karens and there is no
possibility of thembeing forgetten by the younger generations.

Wthin the month of Decenber 1948, the AFPFL pocket arny troops and units of
the Union Mlitary Police under the control of AFPFL government attacked and
conmtted atrocities against the innocent and defenseless Karen civilians in the
village of Palaw in Mergui district, Tha-nat-chaung village of Inseindistrict,
Sat-thwa-daw village near Htauk-kyant, Rangoon and the Karen quarters of Ah-lone
San-chaung right in the city of Rangoon.
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These attacks and atrocities caused great alarm grief and bitterness not

only to the Karens but also to the other ethnic nationalities who had been fellow
sufferers of Burnese oppressions and atrocities in the past.

The Burnese chauvinists "provocations against the peaceabl e Karens reached
the highest point when the AFPFL Party pocket arny troops and sone troops from
the Burna Arny attacked the Karen civilians in Insein, near Rangoon, on the 31st
January 1949. Thus forced, the Karens had no choice but to take up arns and
fight back in defence for the sake of their national survival and for the
establ i shrent of Karen Land.

These true events plainly and concl usively show that the Burnese chauvinists
were fully responsible for the energence of the armed uprisings in the country.

More than the ol d Burnese chauvinists, the new BSPP Burnese chauvini sts have
been wantonly killing and torturing the innocent civilians, and |ooting and
destroying their properties by waging a war of genocidal nature against all the
ethnic nationalities in the country. Ve do not need to ask the question whether
the disunity in the country has been caused by the conspiracy of the inperialists
or whether it has been caused by the inhuman savagery and brutalities of the
Bur mese chauvi ni sts. The Burnese chauvinists are now poi nting an accusing fi nger
at the others in an attenpt to deceive the general public in the country and the
wor | d.

4. "Wth a viewto establishing unity of all the indigenous races and peace,
the Government proffered the opportunity for negotiation once in 1949.
again in 1960 during the time of the Care-taker Governnent of General Ne
Wn and finally on the 11th June 1962 when the Revolutionary GCounci l
Governnent offered to neet all the underground armed organi sations. The
KNU, |ike the other insurgent organisations, had a chance to negotiate,"

Arakan youths who arrived to join ) )
Arakan Liberation Arny Pa- O Youth Organization at Kawroor ah
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adds the tract.

The tract, however, conveniently fails to nention why the negotiations did
not succeed. The fact is that the KNU met with the governnent three tines to
negotiate for peace. At every negotiation, the government just demanded for the
total surrender of the KNUwi thout any serious discussion about the KNU s demand
for a state based on the right to full self-determnation. In the [ast
negotiation in 1963, the Revolutionary Council Covernment did not even accept the
proposal for a general truce.

The demand for surrender is tantamount to asking the revolutionary forces,
who are fighting for the noble and just cause, to admt a grave error which they
have not commtted. The unity and peace the Burmese chauvini st government wanted
was the kind that exists between a master and a subservient slave. The
negotiations were merely political ploys used by the government intending to reap
sone political benefits. For these reasons, all the negotiations ended in utter
failure.

5. "As an expression of gratification and in honour to the success of the
first convention of the Buddhist nonks fromall denom nations in 1980
the State Council issued a "General Amesty Order giving amesty to al
those who had commtted political and other crimes. At that time, the
KNU continued to followthe wong path," says the tract further

Again, this is avile and base slander against the KNUwhich has never
conmtted a political or any other crime. The KNU has been Ieading the noble
fight in defence of the national survival of the Karen people and for a rightfu
Karen Land. In a peaceful and denocratic manner, as it has been nmentioned, the
KNU had | ed the novenment of the Karen people for freedomand a honeland, with the
full spirit of harnmony and amty. Instead of addressing a political question
politically, the Burmese chauvinists resorted to armed suppressive of the Karens.
The Burnese chauvinists, including the BSPP |eadership, who have started and who
have been perpetuating the atrocities and the civil war are the real crimnals
who need a pardon from the people. They are the real culprits who are
responsible for all the chaos and disorder going on in Burma.

6. "Sonme of the KNU members who have seen their mstakes are now entering
the ight. The Covernment and the people stretch their hands out to
wel come them" continues the tract.

Those who have surrendered are just a few who are shirkers, msfits or
those who tried to escape punishnment after commtting some grave or crimnal
errors. It is nowonder that the BSPP is welcomng such persons as they are
birds of the same feathers.
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7. "As some of those are persons who had selflessly given their whole life-
time in the service of the country and the people during the struggle
for independence, the Governnent honoured themby awarding titles of the
Oder of Dstinguished Service (1st grade, 2nd grade, 3rd grade) or
titles of the order of State Honour (1st grade, 2nd grade, 3rd grade),"
adds the tracts.

Arong the surrendered personnel of now defunct People's Patriotic Party, a
Burmese organi zation, it is true that there were some individual s who had served
with distinction during Burna's struggle for independence. The BSPP is sinply
bribing these persons, who still have some influence with the people and who

coul d, one day, becone opponents to its power again, with high sounding titles
and nmonetary awards in order to neutralize them

8. "After independence, there were Karen nationals who had served as head
of state in the position of president and cabinet ninisters.”

The Karens who becane president and cabinet nmnisters were just a few KNU
turn-coats who sold their national rights to the AFPFL Burnese chauvinists for
the positions they received. They became Burmese puppets and were never given
any power to do anything good for the Karen people. The Burnese chauvini sts made
themto serve merely as figure-heads to trick the others into thinking that the
Karens were getting equal opportunity as the Burnese.

9. "It is quite evident that in the present period of soci al i st
revolutionary transfornmation, the Karens, like the other indigenous
races, have the opportunity to work to the limt of their efficiency for
the devel oprent of the Karen State."

To put it mldly, this is a conplete nonsense. nh account of the highly
centralized socialist economic system and the nationalization of private

Hgh school girls wel comng victo- Primary school girls wel com ng victo-
rious troops returning from front rious troops returning fromfront
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enterprises, many Kerens in the Karen State have becone inpoverished, like the

other indigenous races in the country. Because of the scarcity of farm
inplements and the inposition of wvarious rules and regulations by the |and
coomittee, many farmers have to abandon their traditional occupation of |and
tilling and become daily wage earners. It is conpulsory for those who till the
land to take what is known as government farm subsidies. At harvest tine, the
farners have to repay the subsidies inrice at the government rate which is three
to four times lower than the prevailing rice prices on the black narket. In
addition, the farmers are required to sell a certain anount of rice known as
"quota rice", which is arbitrarily fixed by the |and coomittee depending emthe
acerage titled, to the governnent at the said nmuch depressed rate. This amount
is usually much too high and the farners are hardly left withrice for their own
consunption. And the cash the farmers get fromthe governnent by selling their
rice does not mean much in the inflation plagued econony. |If the harvest fails
due to bad weather or some other unfavourable elenental condition, the farmers
have to sell their draft animals and farm inplenents to buy rice on the bl ack-
narket to neet the requirenent. They are sent to jail where they have to

stay on their own expenses, if they fail.
ne other unfortunate condition the Karens inthe Karen State have is the

concentration of the BSPP Burmese chauvinists' war effort in the state. The
Karen civilians in their own state have been conpletely rodden dawn under the
boots of the Burnese mlitary. Mny innocent civilians have been falsely
accused, tortured and killed, their properties |ooted or destroyed and the wonen-
folk raped. Thousands have been forced to carry heavy |oads as porters for the
Burmese troop col ums going into the front where nany have been kill ed or wounded
by bullets or naimed by land-nmnes. Recently, many Karens have been forced by
the Burmese arny to join what are known as the "people's mlitia force" and
"village anti-insurgent units". They are enployed to stand sentinel or assist
the Burnese troops in encirclement operations, exposing their lives to great
danger .

Heedl ess to say, the Karens under such a tyrannical and exploitative system
hardly have a time even to think, let alone a chance to work for the devel opnent

of their state.

The BSPP Burnese chauvinists are the vilest of all the Burmese chauvinists
and the nost oppressive and tyranical rulers in the nodern history of Burma. Al
the indi genous races, including the ordinary Burmese people, are suffering great
m series and hardshi ps under their despotic nilitary dictatorship.

Under the system the social, economc, political and other conditions are
bound to get worse and worse as time advances. A day nore of the BSPP Burnese
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chauvi nists' rule nmeans a day nors of suffering and mseries for the people.

In the absence of denocracy, there is only one way for the people to be
liberated fromsuch a systemand that is to oppose force by force. Accordingly,
we call upon people of all races and all walks of life inthe country to rally
under the flag of KNUwhi ch has been correctly |leading the struggle for Justice,
freedom and denocracy.

10th Qct ober 1986 Central Standing Conmmittee
Thadi ngyut, Wéxi ng-noon 7. 1348 Karen National Union

WHY DID | TAKE UP ARMS AND FIGHT?

| ama Karen born of a Karen nother. In March 1982 the Burnmese authorities
arrested ny uncle Saw Tun Shwe who was a Village headman. They alleged that
Karen Village elders are supporting the Karen resistance novenent and they killed
him This incident left me grieved and badly hurt.

ON August 8 of that same year | was agai n badly shocked by anot her i ncident.
At about 3 Oclock in the afternoon of that unforgettable day, ny nother called
ne and said, "your cousin Haw Mai Aung was shot and killed by an NOO of the
Burnese troops. Her body is left unattended." Haw Mai Aung was the daughter of
ny uncle Saw Tun Shwe.

She was killed in Ee Heh village but at that tine | was in another place. On
learning about this | imrediately went to Ee Heh. | got there at about 4 PM and
found the deserted and pitiful remain of ny beloved cousin. She had only her
sarong left on her. Her blouse had been torn to shreds.

e young worran taking part one youth Kawroor ah Wnen' s Organi zati on openi ng
di scussion at Kawroor ah a tenporary stall for their organisa-
tion fund (Photo Mn Ht 00)
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| questioned the wvillagers about this incident and those who saw the
shooting related to me in detail all that had happened. an NCO fromthe third
conpany of the Burnese 24th Light Infantry Battalion had for quite a long tine
been asking for her love but she did not love himand had always tried to stay
away fromhim That evening she went to a shop to buy sone dried fish. The NCO
was there at the shop and so she slipped away quickly out of sight byt he cought
sight of her and at once pursued her. Unluckily, she was concerned in another
house and the NCO tried to rape her. After a desperate struggle she finally
managed to break |oose and fled. In anger and frustration the NCO fired at her
and killed her.

| buried ny ill-fated cousinwth the help of sonme villagers. When the
officer in command of the 24th Light Infantry Battalion heard of the incident
the culprit lied to his superior that the girl was her [lover but had jilted him
and that was why he got so angry that he shot and killed her.

The Burmese are noted for their thoroughness in making investigations, but
inthis case, far from making a thorough investigation into the killing, they
ignored it and let it fade away.

Not long after that incident a younger daughter of uncle Saw Tun Shwe was

forced into marriage by a Burmese soldier. The villagers assuned that she woul d
be loved and properly treated. After she gave birth to a child, she came back to

village in sorrow, shane and tears. The soldier has an elder wife and the young
girl was treated like a slave by the elder wife. In desperation she finally cane
back to her village

Wienever | come to think about these two girls and their father it truly
break ny heart. After the death of ny aunt, ny uncle Saw Tun Shwe Iovingly
| aboured to raise up his two daughters and cared for themuntil they have cone
of age. At a tine when Naw Mai Aung was 26, the ripe age to get narried and
settle down, her life came to a sudden and tragic and because of the detestable
and cowardly act of a Burmese soldier. She died the sane death of her father who
was ruthlessly nurdered also by the Burmese. The Burnese had al so brought shane
on the younger sister and tranpled her honour in the nud.

| ama Karen who grewup in the tender loving arns of ny beloved Karen
mother. | love ny nother dearly and could never bear to part with her. | had
decided to always stay by her and care for her because of what she had done for
me. But that noble resolution had now been changed. The sorrow and heartache |
had experienced and consequently, the anger and resentnent that built up within
ne had changed ny neek and gentle nature making it harsh and agressive.

| amnow away from ny home, ny fanmily and nmy beloved nother who | never
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bef ore woul d have had the heart to part with. | have joined the Karen Liberation

Arny in order to settle the score,

| will try to redeemthe |ost honour of ny Karen wonenfol k and bring it back
into the garden of honour.

These fateful incidents occured four years ago and to nmany it was just a
thing of the past. But tone it seens |ike only yesterday,

M/ peopl e has to bear the atrocities, persecutions and unjust treatments of
the Burmese and that is why | take up arns and fight in order to help in the
realisation of national independence and the establishment of an independent
Karen State, | will do ny best to safeguard the life and honour of ny bel oved
not her, the life and honour of all the Karen wonenfolk and the entire Karen
nat i on.

*kkkkkkkkkkkhkk

RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION IN BURMA

Buddhi sm Christianity, Islamas well as other religious faiths are all
being controlled and oppressed by the socialist Burma government. There's no
religious freedom Qeating strange term such as "Religious Purification",
Buddhi st nonks throughout the country were required to register. Those who
refused to register were arrested, jailed and tortured. Well respected nonks
were descredited. They were falsely accused of sexual involvenent w th wonen
foll owers or possessing wealth and were disrobed by force. Many nonks were shot
by the "Burna People's Arny" when they protested against the religious
restriction.

Apolitical lecturer once taught: "In the begining Gd created nman and
wonan. They were created blind. They were able to see only when the kind snake

e
= e —

ﬁesi dent Gen. Bo Mya seen at 1986 A GGn Ha Hoo with arns and anmos
Karen Revol utionary Bay cel ebration captured at Pyi nnmabinseik battle
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gave themthe fruit forbidden by God for themto eat,"

Burmese Muslins were refused permssion to go on holy pilgrinmage to Mecca
and Medina. In 1980, Arakanese Muslins came under violent attack fromlackeys of
the mlitary rulers. They were killed and beaten in hundreds. Arakanese Mislin
wonen and children were brazenly nolested and roughly handled. Their properties
were |ooted and, honmes and nosques were pillaged. Unable to bear their agonies
further, these Arakanese, nunbering over to hundred thousand, fled into
nei ghbouring Bangl adesh.

The "Burma Citizenship Law' of Cctober 1982, made the Burmese Mislins into
third class citizens. In 1983, nore troubles met Burmese muslins. Violent riots
broke out between Burmese nuslins and buddhists in Mul mein, Baingwinkw n,
Maunggan, Kyai kmaraw, Kawkareik, Kanni, Kyone-doe (Towns in South-East Burma),
Thingangyun ( near Rangoon ), Pyinmana, Toungoo (Central Burma), Yandoon and
Myaungnya (Delta Burma), Burmese nmuslins were killed in large nunbers attended
by heavy | osses in property. Dozens of nosques were al so destroyed. The Marxi st
Burmese governnent was behind all these troubles.

The "H ghest Honour Awarded Buddhist Monks' Purification Commttee" at a
nmeeting chaired by UNu, held at Kaba-aye, Rangoon, issued an unconfirned plan for
the systematic suppression and elimnation of Christianity the plan laid down
various methods against Christianity throughout Burma as shown bel ow: -

1. To stop the existance in every household of having a Christian menmber
and also to stop the increase of the Christian menbers.

2. To stop the Burnese public fromlistening to the broadcast of Christian
programmes from Manila, Philippines.

3. To stop the delinguent youths in Burma fromdressing in Western-style
decadent cl ot hes.

4. To protest against one of the Ten Commandnents in the Bible which says,
"You shal | worship no other god before M," a point which reveals the
narrow m ndedness of the Christian teachings.

5. To stop the canpaings of the christian evangelismwhich have forced
their ways indiscrimnately into every conmunity in every part of the
country.

6. To be careful about the fine and polished ways of Christianity and then
| ocate and reveal the weak points of it to the public for gaining our
attacks successfully.

7. To make a strong protest and accusations against the Christians who are
carrying out their evangelist work and canpaigns in the rural areas and
the hill regions.

8. To point out that Christian theology which teaches that Jesus Christ
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had died on the cross to redeemthe sinners of the world with Hs holy

blood, is totally a false doctrine. The truth is that Jesus Christ was
defeated in Hs mssion and had paid for Hs nm stakes by bei ng execut ed
and shedding Hs own bl ood.

9. To point out all the weak points of the Christian works at the right
nmonents and right places in order to make possible a pernanent struck-
off of them fromthe places concerned, for instant replacenent wth
Buddhi sm

10. The Christian Bible must be thoroughly studied, verse by verse, chapter
by chapter, phrase by phrase for making effective counter-measure
agai nst each verse, chapter and phrase.

11. There are discrepancies seen between the two Burnese versions of the
Bi bl e, the one produced by M. Judson and the other by M. Jacquire.
These desagreedi ng points must be wi dely publicised.

12. The God of Christians limts Hs love to the twelve tribes of Israel
only. He does not |ove all human beings of the world.

15. It nust be pointed out that Christianity is too narrow mnded in
religious belief and view, whereas, Buddhism offers equal |ove and

equal rights to every hunman bei ng of the world.

14. The belief in the creation of the world and all that are in it by God
is totally a false belief and this rmust be wi dely publicised.

15. Strict inspection nust be made of the contribution of funds collected
fromthe rural, Christians, by ways of checking their accounts, noting
down the anount of fund received at each time and also to check the
records showi ng the increasing nunber of Christians nenbers fromtime
to tine.

16. To study the full accounts of the Holy Giost and to hold discussion
over the subject.

Karen bamboo dance at Karen New Year
Karen " Don " dance Cel ebration at Wl ly
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17. The belief in Christianity throughout Burma nmust be practically stopped
by a subtle and skillful means, and if necessary, by the use of force.

As it can be seen plainly, what the H ghest Honour Awarded Buddhist Monks'

Purification Commttee is planning to do is dianetrically opposed to the

t eachi ngs of Buddha who had given to all humanity a nessage of universal |ove,
the essense of which is to live and let live in conpassion, harnony and
t ol erance.

For this, we have but to conclude that the organization has been thoroughly
infiltrated by agents of the BSPP and that the BSPP has gone into top gear
enpl oyi ng a state sponsored Buddhi st organi zation to suppress the other religious
faiths in the country as part of its Burmanization plan in accordance with the

pol i ci es of Burnese chauvi nism

INTERNAL STRUGGLE WITH THE TOP LEADERSHIP OF THE BSPP

The daily papers, journal s, nagazines and ot her periodicals under the central
of the Burma Socialist Programme Party (BSPP) wite untiringly about the work of
the party in adul atory terns, always suggesting that the state of Burna is about
to arrive at the socialist paradise. The main theme of the propaganda is that
due to the united strength and the proportional participation of the three
classes nanely, the workers, peasants and the intellectuals in the building of
soci al i smunder the | eadership of the party and people's councils, the final goal
has cone to within a hand's reach. However hard the BSPP tries to cover up the
real situation by propaganda, truth about it has a way to cone out into the open

nmore often than the BSPP | eadershi p woul d wi sh.

To a casual observer, it may seemthat the hard-cores, or the top part of
the BSPP | eadershi p are worki ng harmnoni ously together in deceiving and exploiting
the people of the country and sharing the sopils equitably. A deeper study,
however, woul d reveal that there is an intense rivalry and wangling among the
BSPP top | eaders trying to consolidate their own position, jockey for higher ones
or pull the carpet from underneath one another. Their god-father, UNe Wn
hinsel f has often to spend nmuch tine to dress down his own proteges who have
becormre dexterous in the manoeuvre for power and who, thus, have become potenti al
contenders for his own seat. As aresult, UNe Wn has becone nore and nore
paranoi ¢ and, gradually, he has come not to trust any one of his own party top
leaders to relate with confidence. Hs paranoic has not been hel ped by the

energence of plots, fromtine to time, to topple himfrompower or the bickering
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and the attenpts among his own loyal followers to oust one another fromposition
of power by craft and intrigue.

UNe Wn's staying power is partly due to his ruthlessness in dealing with
his potential rivals. The latest to get the sack on suspicion of harbouring an
anbition for UNe Wn's seat was Brigadier Gen. Tin Qo who at one tine headed the
Mlitary Intelligence Service. Brig. Gen. Tin G0 was one of UNe Wn's trusted
prot eges upon whom he had | eaned for support and protection. However, as Tin Qo
had becorme nmore and nore powerful and influential in the BSPP top | eadership, he
was dismssed and tried on the trunped-up charges of nisappropriating a few
thousand dollars of the secret fund. A present, the one time Brig. Tin QG who

was once tipped to be a potential successor to UNe Wn is taking rest in Insein
jail, broken in health and spirit. After renoving Tin Go fromthe political

scene by a clever ruse, UNe Wn entrusted Lay Maung, one of his other proteges,
to systenmatically purge Tin Qo's trusted followers fromposition of power and
influence. Lay Maung is now chief of the Mlitary Intelligence Service, a
posi tion once occupied by Tin Qo before his renoval.

Though Tin Co has been done away with, UNe Wn cannot still back and enjoy
peace. Just in last August, UNe Wn had to quietly take actions concerning a
devel opnent. The matter had to do with the conspiracy of Aye Ko together with
Sein Lwin to accunulate nore and nore power in their hands. |In the eyes of
UNe Wn, the two had coomitted a deadly sin, since their action could lead to
an attenpt to grab for the ultinate power.

The pre-entive nove by UNe Wn consisted of the calling of a meeting of top
BSPP leaders at U Ne Wn's house. Wen the leaders, including Aye Ko and
Sein Lwin, arrived, UNe Wn, however, took only the two into a roomand tal ked
with thembehind closed doors. As the talk went on the whole day, no neeting
with the others took place. Wen the two finally cane out, their faces were hard

U Aye Ko , General Secret a{ry UNe Whn, ai r man U Sein Lwin, Joint Secre-
BSPP BSPP tary , BSPP
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and flushed with indignation and bitterness. Nobody dared ask what happened or
what they talked about in the room Starting fromthe next day, Aye Ko and
Sein Lwin were put under house-arrest for a nunber of weeks, while UNe Wn took

tine to think.

Aye Ko was once chief of the Northern Mlitary GCommand and has devel oped
a considerable influence and following in the arnmy which is the nain power-base
of the BSPP. Sein Lwin, on the other hand, has clinbed to the top by serving
UNe Wn as a henchman to quell riots and di strubances. He was in command of the
troops that shot and killed nore than one hundred Rangoon Universaty students in
1962. He is an ruthless a character as UNe Wn, if net nore, in pursuit of
power and like Aye Ko, has a considerable following in the arny. Aye Ko and
Sein Lwin are General Secretary and Joint Secretary of the BSPP. The conbi ned
following of the two is as strong as the one commanded UNe Wn. Prior to the
incident, Sein Lwin was known to hold ganbling parties frequently in his own
house quite openly, but there was nobody who dared to talk about it. This shows

how much powerful Sein Lwi n had becone.

These considerations have led UNe Wn to be very hesitant and to act out of
character in dealing with the two. Cbservers conclude that even if the two could
be renoved, it would be alnmost an insurmountable problemfor UNe Wn either to

win over or remove the following of the two fromthe arny and the party.

Nowadays, the BSPP top | eaders are working harder than ever formng cliques
and gathering followers. They have learned from past experiences that if
sonething happens, it is those who are not clique nenbers and those with no
followers are at di sadvant age.

The person who is out of place inall this is president San Yu who has no
followng inthe aray as well as in the party. He is only a figure-head
president. He is watching all the developrments wth much worry for if the
rivalries inthe party heat up and things come to a head he could be the person
who would lose everything. Consequently, he is in a state of gr eat

denoral i zati on.

UNe Wn is a person who does not give up easily and who has never tol erated
any rival, real or inagined, for his position. Sooner or |later he has to cone to
grips with the case of Aye Ko and Sein Lwin. |f he becomes inpatient and deci des
upon a showdown with the two sooner than it should be, things could lead to an
upheaval in the party and the arny both of which could self-destruct, and change
inthe history of the country for the better.

* % * * *x *x *x * *
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THE KAREN STATE QUESTI ON

After the atrocities at the hands of the Burma |ndependence Arny(BIA) led by
Aung San during the Second Wrld War, when Burna cane under the Japanese occupa-
tion, the Karens becane convinced that they had to have a state of their own in
order to freely decide their own destiny. Accordingly, the Karens submtted their
demand for the creation of a Karen State, consisting of the Irrawaddy Dvision, in
the Irrawaddy delta region, the Insein, Hanthawaddy district and Nyaungl ebi n sub-
division of the Pegu division, and the old Tenessari m division (Toungoo district
included) ,to the British governnment after the War. The British government, which
was trying to get the nost concession fromthe Burmese for the business oper a-
tions of the British in post-independence Burna, sinply urged the Karens to throw
intheir lot with the Burnese.

Wien the Burnese independence novenent |ed by the sane Aung San gathered no-
mentumin 1946, the Karens becane nuch al arned. Wen the British considered for
the inclusion of the frontier area into Burma as denanded by the Burnese politi-
cians, the Karens desperately fought for the exclusion of the Special Sal ween
Dstrict, which was in the frontier area and whi ch had enjoyed a special autono-
nous st at us.

The Karen National Union(KNU) had all along been the |eading organization for
the Karens in their denand for a free state and , later,the exclusion of the spe-
cial Salween district fromBurma. In the face of Karens' adanant refusal to com
ply with their solicitation for a show of unity with them the crafty Burnese po-
liticians resorted to bribery and intimdation to devide the Karens. As a result
a few fromthe KNU broke away and formed an organi zati on known as the Karen Youth
QO gani zation under the tutel age of the Burnese.

Wien the British formed an enquiry commssion called Frontiers Area Comi ss-
i on Agency(FACA) to gather evidence, the KYO together with the Burmese nmade nuch
effort to disrupt the KNUs activities, again by bribery and intimdation. The
nost illustrative case of Burnese trickery was the bribing of four ordinary Ka-
rens of Papun, Salween district, led by one Saw LuLu to testify in front of FACA

Haying Karen harp on Karen New Year "Katein" festival at KNJHQ Minerpl aw
Day
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The following extract froman official report witten by J.L.Leyden, Director
of Frontiers Area Admnistration, evidently shows that the Karens had been denied
a legitinate autononous state by the trickery of the Burmese politicians.

There is a docunent and a copy of it as well witten by J.L.Leyden, D rector
of Frontiers Area Adm nistration, sent as despatch 188, My 10, 1949 from the
Arerican Enbassy to U.S. State Departnent,

"Representative wtnesses were selected and expressed the view that they
did not wish to unite with Burma. Their evidence apparently represented correct-
ly the views of the Karens of the Salween district, bur an attenpt to set this
evi dence asi de was nade by a group of young Karens, headed by Saw Lu Lu. This Saw
Lu Lu party was in favor of participation in the Burna constitution as an ordi na-
ry district of Burma. Unfortunately the FACA accepted the evidence given by Saw
Lu Lu and his supporters and recommended the inclusion of the Salween district in
Burma as an ordinary district. The wongful nature of this decision was  nade
clear in the election for the constituent assenbly when Saw Lu Lu and his suppor -
ters suffered a severe defeat by el ection of Wregyaw and T.Po Ku, menber of the
other side."

This docunment has been dug up by Professor HKl ein, a friend of Kawt hool ei.
VW were very grateful to himfor sending us such a valuabl e piece of evidence to
support the Karens claimthat the Burmese have been using trickery, deception and
out-right lies to deny the Karens of their lawful and valid rights.

The following is Prof. HK ein's cooment on the Salween district affair.

(1) Wat this neans is that the KNU has been right all along in saying they were
wongfully done out of an autononous state.

(2) They were being vindicated.

(3) British historians, expecially Robert Taylor will now have to cut their words
that the Karens are radicals and insurgents - the inplication being if t hey
are insurgents who act illegally. They have no standing. The Karen uprising
is justified because they were wongfully done out of an autonormous state as
promsed in the Panlong Conference and whi ch Aung San had approved. The sub-
sequent FACA inquiry under U Nu was clearly an illegal act.

(4) The FACA (Frontiers Area Commission Agency) report is flawed by their own se-
cretary's adm ssion.

Ref ugees arriving Sono canp with
thei r | uggages Scene at refugees canp



19

BULLETI N No.

KNJ

ANNUAL SUMMARY REPORT OF KNLA MILITARY ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR 1985/86
(18t JUNE 1985 TO 31st MAY 1986)

NOVEMBER 1986

ENEMY LOSSES OWN LOSSES MASSES
|
§ AL E . §las ’ 8
s a dhmMmiw.ﬁ dﬂhwm B E M & R K 5§
R R A T N s s R LR A A I R
3128 w_mﬂmmumﬁmmmMnmmnm“
m & m “ m i 7] B | iZ m = nﬂ L1 B b %.
Tue Oificers § Kld 2 Wdd
1 | 25| 195 17u]180)v8e| 5 | - | 57| 9 ps2q - O R I _nwmux.rummmﬁmup&%mnnﬂfunﬂui
|Ene Officer 1 Kid 1 Wdd _
2]16]| 28 19 50| 61| = | 3| 2] =] -] =|~-|3|3]|- | 7| =| 15| = |1 Bridge 1 Car Destroyed
316 s wjuafrarf == 3| = =| = =-|13]|5]|=- |3 |22|40] 36 Bwumhmuﬂq.ﬂurimnhhma
Ene Officers 3 Kid | Wdd
gl 7l 7| 83lvos| - | 3 |z0| vhaey -| 58|76 |3 [11]| =] 8] 10|k Factories | Car Destroyed
5| = dm_.._ 2 j2uolys2| = | = 71 228215110 |18 j15 | = |1 =| =1 =] = |Eoe Officers 4 Kld 3 Wdd
Ene Officers 10 Kld 20 wad |
6 | 11 |90 | 290|38sl767| 1 | & | k7| 2 mesdro7l2r |26 Jay | - | = | 34 poey|26 |25 |10 Cars Destroyed
{#e Officers 5 Kid 6 Wad
ho1 | 83 | 160l s9l1s0ls13] 1 | = | 21| - ozl o] - |25 |46 | - |1 | 7 ]|320]19 |16 |5 Bridges 10 Cars Destroyed
Pa Ene Officers 3 Kid 1 Wdd |
@Vm 174 154{379{389) - | = |20 2|77@ V| = |7 |13 | - |- 9 (320010 |11 | Bridge 10 Cars Destroyed
Ene Officer | Kid 1 wdd
2| 21 76f113f328) 2 | - | 10| 5poesd 130f39 [12 [16 [ - [ |= |- |- | t |\ Teadn ) Car bestroyed
o B
HHHHEHEEEEREEBEBBEEBE




20 NOVEMBER 1986 KNU BULLETI N. No. 7

THE KAREN TRI BES OF BURMA

The Karens possess all the five basic characteristics of a nation, nanely ;
(1) Specific historical background ,

(2) A particular language of their own |,
(3) Specific custons and cul ture

(if) Specific land of settlenent , and
(5) Identical econony.

Though the Karens possess all these five characteristics that make a nation,
yet, time and oppression had driven them apart causing themto be scattered and
di vi ded.

An official statement on May 6, 1936 of the CGovernor of Burna stated t hat
there are 11 different tribes of Karens, nanely; (1) Sgaw, (2) Pwo, (3) Taung Tha
( Pa-O , (if)Paku, (5) Maw Nay Pwa, (6) Bwe, (7) Wite Karens, (8) Padaung, (9)Red
Karens(Karenni), (10) Keko, and (11) Keba .

At the commenoration of the 17th anniversary of the Burmese Union Day on Fe-
bruary 12, 1964 the Ne Wn mlitary government stated that there are altogather
12 Karen tribes, nanely; (1) Keko, (2) Keba, (3) Wite Karen, (if) Sgaw, (5) Pre',
(6) Pwo, (7) Paku, (8) Paleiki, (9) Yin Baw, (10) Black Karen, (11) Red Karen(Ka-
renni) and (12) Yintale'.

Again, at the 18th anniversary of the union Day a year later,officials of
the so-called Karen State announced that there are 11 Karen tribes. According to
them the 11 tribes are; (1) Sgaw, (2) Pwo, (3) Paku, (if) Bwe, (5) Maw Nay Pwa ,
(6) Tha Ler Pwa, (7) Keko, (8)Keba, (9) Paleiki, (10) Mh Pwa and (11) Wite Ka-
rens .

Inits official announcenent, the Ne Wn governnent no longer classify the
Pa- os( Thaung Thus) , Karennis (Kayahs) and Padaungs(Kayan) as Karens though these
peopl e until today proclaimthenselves to be of the Karen tribe. The | anguage they
speak are identical to the Karen language and differ only in accent and t one. The
Burmese greater-nationalists have been trying through the ages and are still try-
ing today to brood diversity and sow discord anong the Karen tribes so as to un-
dermne their solidarity there by making it nore easier for themto oppress the
Karens .

Bl ack Karens and Striped Karens live in the North Eastern Shan State and so,
geographically they are isolated fromthe rest of the Karen communities. Con-
sequently, decades of interrelationship with the Shans have turned many of them
into Shans. But there are many who until doday proclai mthensel ves as Yangs ( Ka-
rens) and not Shans (Tai). In many ways their |anguage and cul ture are still
identical to those of the Karens.

Paku, Bwe, NMaw Nay Pwa, Tha Ler Pwa, Keko, Keba, Mh Pwa, Paleiki are Karens
who live in Thandaung townshi p of Toungoo district. Sone Bwes and Pakus al so live
in the Karenni state. Paleiki (Tawbyagyi) is but a single village and the only
factor that differentiatesits villagers fromthe Bae famly is the utilization of
the consonants " f,v and z " in the Paleiki spoken dialect. Tha Ler Pwa is a
group of 7 or 8 villages in the Paku sector and their spoken dialect does really
differ fromPaku and Maw Nay Pwa. Likewi se, Mh Pwa is a group of 7 or 8 vill ages
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at the foot of the Thandaung hills and they are but nenbers of the Bae famly.
Bwe Moh Pna, Bwe Mih HawRed Karens or Karenni), Keko, Keba, Pal eiki, Pre
Manu, Manaw are all classified as nmenbers of the Bae famly.
Nowadays, the Karens can be found scattered in different places inside Burnma
as foll ows:
(1) Sgaw - in the whole Irrawaddy Delta region, in the Pegu Yona and in the East-

ern Yona.

(2) Pwo - In the Irranwaddy Delta region, especially in Maubin, Maung M/a, Bassein
districts and also in Pa an, Mulmein and Mergui districts in the Eastern
Yona.

(3) Paku - in Toungoo district between Mitngan and Thaukyegan chaungs.

(4) Bae - in Toungoo district north of Thaukyegan chaung.

(5) Keko, Keba - in Toungoo district especially in Leik Tho township.

(6) Red Karens(Bwe) (Karenni) al so conprising of Manu, Manaw and Pre' - In the

Karenni State.

(7) Maw Nay Pwa - in Toungoo district between M/itngan and Mon chaungs.
(8) Padaung (Kayan) - in Karenni State in Kyet Po Gyi, Baw ake' and M Bye' of

Shan St at es.

(9) Wite Karens - in the Pyinmana hills. They belong to the Sgaw fanmly but |ive
in areas between the Sgaws, Bwes, Padaungs and Pa-os.

(10)Black Karens - in UWoper Shan State along the valley of the Nam Pan, a tribu-
tary of the Salween river.

(11)Striped Karens - In central Shan State along the valley of the NamTin,a tri-
butary of the Salween river especially in Loilemand Mauk Mai townshi ps.
(12)Pa-os - in Southern Shan State and also in Thaton district and Toungoo  dis-

trict.

Ant hropol ogi sts agreed that the above nentioned groups are famlies of the
Karen race. Karen in Sgaw is Ka Nyaw, in Karenni it is Ka Yah, in Padaung it is
Ka Yang, in Wiite Karen, Bl ack Karen, Striped Karen and Pa-o it is Yang. The Shans
and the Chinese also call the Karens, Yangs .

*khkkkkkkhkhkkhkkkkx
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KAREN TRIBES IN BURMA AND THEIR SETTLEMENTS
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POPULATION FIGURE OF THE KARENS

In the history of Burma, the latest and nost conplete population census
taken was way back in 1931 and this census shoved the popul ation of Burma at that
time to be 14.6 mllions. The popul ation of the Karens according to this census
was nerely 1.3 mllion. The Karens and other ethnic mnorities refused to accept
the figures as conplete and accurate for the follow ng reasons: -

(1) This census was based nore on | anguage groups than on ethnic origin

(2) The orricials assigned to take the population census were nostly
Bur nese;

(3) Buddhists were generally classified as Burmese;

(4) Karens who could not speak their native tongue were also classified as
Bur nese;
Alot of Karens in areas like the Irrawaddy delta region, Kamayut in
Rangoon suburb, the Delta plain, and Hant hawaddy, Tharawaddy and Prone
districts could not speak their native tongue.

(5) Ignorant Karens in the hilly regions were suspicious of the popul ation
census and did not subnt their nanes;

(6) There were even sone Karen elders who did not fully understand the
i nportance of national census and so they deliberately mninise the
nunber of Karens in their areas.

Successi ve greater Burnese nationalists who came into power have been ruling
the country by force and are still trying to elimnate the ethnic mnorities in
three mai n ways, Vis.

(1) By annihilation in the battlefiel ds;
(2) By absorption of |anguage and cul ture;
(3) By assinlation through matri nony;

The ethnic ninorities also on their part subconsciously gave away their
national indentity and consequently, with the passing of tine were technically
Bur mani sed.

There were four basic factors that compelled the ethnic mnorities to give
away their national identity and adopt another |anguage and cul ture.

(1) By conquest they had to submt to the will of the victors
(2) By absorption and assimlation their |anguage and cul ture faded away;
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(3) By isolation they did not have the chance to communicate with their own
peopl €;

(4) By thinking so highly of another |anguage and culture, some adapted
thenselves to it and some chose to do 30 to enjoy social rights and
privil eges.

No conpl ete and accurate popul ati on census of Burna had been taken after the
Second Wrld War. The Ne Wn mlitary regime had tried in 1974 to take a
popul ation census but in point of fact, arelatively large part of the country
was in the hand of the various resistance novenents of the ethnic mnorities. The
exact population figure could be obtained only in sone parts of the country
whereas for the rest of the country the figure was based on estination which is

no way coul d be considered as reliable.

The Japanese who occupi ed Burna during the Second Wrld War classified the
Karens as col | aborators with the British and so they took a popul ati on census of
the Karens. The figure they gave of the Karens all over Burnma was nore than four
mllions.

The present population of Burma is estimated to be nore than 50 mllions.
Pa- os, Karennis (Kayahs), Padaungs, Black Karens and Striped Karens are not
classified by the Burnese authorities as Karens. They put the Karen popul ation

as only about 2 nillions.

The Karens thenselves believe that if a proper census is taken, the total
nunber of Karen population will surely amount to 7 mllion.

Since the British days, the total population of Karens in the Irrawaddy
delta regions doubles that of the Karens in the East. A proper census is

believed to reveal the total nunber of Karen popul ation as: -

Irranaddy Delta ( al so conprising of Karens in Rangoon, Hant hawaddy, I nsein,
Tharawaddy and Prome districts) oee 4 mllions
Eastern Yoma (East of the Rangoon- Mandal ay hi ghway ee¢e¢ 2 "
Karenni and Shan State together with Karens in

other places 1"

Tot al LX) 7"



